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LOCAL authorities have been 
urged to consider council tax 
breaks to ease pressures on the 
most vulnerable and those living 
in areas of  high deprivation dur-
ing the coronavirus epidemic.

Areas with high levels of  dep-
rivation such as Tendring, are 
expected to take a disproportion-
ality bigger hit from the effects 
of  coronavirus.

Cllr Ivan Henderson, who rep-
resents Harwich, said: “Council 
tax is one area that councils are 
going to have to look at. The Gov-
ernment will have to step up and 
support those councils because 
the councils at the moment are 
going to be on the front line in 
all of  this.

“One of  the areas that is go-
ing to have to be looked at very 
seriously is people being able to 
afford carrying on paying coun-
cil tax.”

As the elderly and people with 
underlying health conditions 
are at particular risk from the 
virus, Tendring, where the over 
70s make up 22.6 per cent of  the 
population – the highest propor-

tion in all Essex – could be par-
ticularly impacted.

Cllr Henderson added: “There 
is no doubt that the poorer com-
munities are going to get hit the 
hardest.

“I dread to think what we are 
going to be looking at for these 
communities when we come out 
the other side of  this.

“The scale of  support these 
communities are going to need, 
not just the way through but at 
the end of  it, is going to be huge.”

Essex County Council has 
announced that it will particu-
larly focus on those people who 
receive its care and support and 
the most vulnerable.

But Cllr Henderson added that 
poorer areas may need extra 
help.

“The next months ahead are 
going to be absolutely critical 
because we are already dealing 
with those areas of  deprivation 
and the problems they bring to 
those areas,” he added.

“But we are going to have more 
deprivation and poverty created 
because of  all the closures with 
all the lower paid services jobs.

“And a lot of  these people 
pay private rent and if  private  

landlords make decisions we 
could end up with more people 
homeless and end up having to 
deal with higher levels of  pover-
ty and deprivation.”

In a statement made to the cab-
inet on behalf  of  council leader 
Cllr David Finch, the council 
announced it is planning to help 
those who need to self-isolate for 
three months during the crisis.

“This is the biggest challenge 
facing our nation since the Sec-
ond World War and the county 
council has a crucial role to play 
in ensuring the safety and well-
being of  Essex residents. I have 
every confidence in our ability 
to rise to the challenge,” the 
statement said.

“Social distancing for people 
for a period of  at least 12 weeks 
will be hard for people but we 
are planning to ensure that an-
yone who needs to socially dis-
tance themselves – particularly 
the elderly  – does not find them-
selves isolated.

“Communities across Essex 
are already responding to this 
and the county council will sup-
port this work and we will take 
action to help support residents 
in this position.”

Coronavirus ‘will 
hit poor hardest’
Tax breaks urged to help elderly and vulnerable

Children urged to ‘speak out’ if they feel anxious or unhappy

Children at Roydon Primary School, in Harlow, were taught to ‘speak out and stay safe’ by the NSPCC

“SPEAK out, stay safe” was 
the message given to primary 
school pupils by the NSPCC.
The charity, which visits 
Roydon Primary School 
in Harlow every year, 
introduced pupils to Buddy, a 
friendly green speech bubble 
which says children should be 
able to speak out to someone 
they are worried or unhappy.
Year 5 and 6 pupils took 
part in Speak Out, Stay 
Safe workshops, where 
they discussed the reasons 
children may feel sad, 
worried or anxious and when 
they may need someone to 
talk to.
Head teacher Michael Clark 
said: “The NSPCC explained 
the different types of abuse 
in a simple, age appropriate 
way, so children can 
recognise when something is 
not right.
“We always encourage 
children to talk to trusted 
adults about anything that is 
worrying them or about their 
concerns. The NSPCC uses 
Buddy to do this is.
“It is important for children 
to hear this from someone 
else as well to show the 
importance of speaking out 
and staying safe.”
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THE number of  sixth 
formers looking to study 
at Epping St John’s Sixth 
Form has doubled this 
year.

Applications for 
further education places 
at the Epping-based 
school have leapt for the 
fourth year running.

The number of  
students looking to join 
Year 7 at the school this 
year has also risen – 
meaning the school is 
now full, with a long 
waiting list.

Head of  school 
Mike Yerosimou said: 
“Looking at all the 
wonderful things going 
on at Epping St John’s, 
I suppose it is little 
wonder that slowly and 
surely we are becoming 
the preferred school for 
our community. 

“I make no apologies 
for repeating: Epping is a 
wonderful community. It 
deserves an exceptional 
secondary school.

“It is up to us to give 
back to our community 
and the more we do this, 
the more that confidence 
in us will grow.”

Visit www.bmatsix.org 
for more information.

Sixth form 
popularity 
is growing


