
Mental health 
NHS trust 
appeals for 
temporary staff 
during outbreak
ESSEX Partnership University 
NHS Foundation Trust is 
appealing for people to take 
on a number of temporary 
worker opportunities 
available during the 
coronavirus outbreak.
The trust provides 
community health, mental 
health and learning disability 
services for a population 
of approximately 1.3 
million people across Essex, 
Bedfordshire, Suffolk and 
Luton. 
Katie Keen, the trust’s 
deputy director of HR, said: 
“If your current employment 
has been affected by the 
coronavirus and you are out 
of work, please consider 
supporting EPUT. 
“We have lots of 
opportunities available for 
temporary work across a 
range of clinical and non-
clinical roles and geographic 
locations.”
Anyone who would like to 
express an interest should 
email epunft.recruitment.
adverts@nhs.net with 
their name and telephone 
number. 
A member of the 
recruitment team will then 
respond.

By Hannah Hastings

A WEEKLY market was called 
off  amid uproar after it was an-
nounced it would run despite the 
coronavirus outbreak.

Last Thursday, Epping Town 
Council announced Epping 
Town Market would take place 
in High Road, Epping on Mon-
day as usual, stating: “We hope 
traders will be able to bring vi-
tal supplies for our community. 
Please take extra care whilst out 
and about.”

Backlash quickly followed on 
social media with people calling 
the decision “reckless” and “ir-
responsible”.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
ordered pubs, restaurants, night-
clubs, theatres, gyms and leisure 
centres to close to prevent fur-
ther virus cases and pressure on 
the NHS from Friday.

The Prime Minister said the 
measures were needed to reduce 
“unnecessary” social gatherings 
by 75 per cent to have an impact 
on the infection rate.

David Cooper, chairman of  
Ivy Chimneys Primary School’s 
governing body, said it was “as-

tonishing” to keep the market 
running.

He said: “Current government 
advice to employers is that busi-
nesses and workplaces should 
encourage their employees to 
work at home, wherever possible 
and to reduce the spread of  coro-
navirus to others.

“This decision which seems 
cavalier and contrary to the ad-
vice given by government. By all 
accounts, lives are at stake. “

Cllr Holly Whitbread, who 
represents Epping Lindsey and 

Thornwood Common ward, 
tweeted: “Surely Epping Town 
Council are not going ahead 
with the market tomorrow.

“It goes completely against 
government guidance. North 
Weald Market, which is in a far 
more open space, was cancelled 
by Epping Forest District Coun-
cil .”

Cllr Cherry McCredie, who 
represents Epping Hemnall 
ward, responded: “Yes these are 
unprecedented times. The de-
cision to keep the market open 
this Monday is following the 
guidelines of  the National Mar-
ket Association.

“The market, at the moment, 
is going ahead but people are not 
‘press ganged’ into attending.”

Epping Town Council tweet-
ed the market would no longer 
go ahead on Sunday writing: 
“Epping Monday Market is can-
celled on Monday, March 23 for 
the foreseeable future.”

Several people praised the 
council’s decision, saying it was 
the right decision.

Epping Town Council is closed 
until April 20. To contact the 
council call 01992 579444 or email 
info@eppingtowncouncil.gov.uk.

Epping Market is usually held 
every Monday

Market cancelled 
after online outcry

Call to extend elderly bus pass hours into morning
ESSEX County Council has 
been asked to waive the time 
limit that bus passes can be 
used so elderly people can 
reach supermarkets early.

Older people become eligi-
ble for a bus pass at 67 and t 
he passes allow concession-
ary travel between 9am and 
midnight, Monday to Friday, 
and at any time during the 

weekends.
Panic buying has led to key 

items such as toilet roll, tis-
sues, rice, pasta and canned 
food much harder to obtain.

Several supermarkets are 
only opening for the elderly 
for the first hour of  trading, 
but current pass hours mean 
many elderly people who rely 
on public transport cannot 

reach stores for free until 
well into trading hours – by 
which time many key items 
have often been sold.

The request from Cllr Da-
vid Kendal comes as Suffolk 
County Council agreed to re-
lax the conditions on its bus 
pass use.

In a letter to county coun-
cil leader David Finch, he 

said: “I have been contacted 
by some elderly residents 
regarding the start time for 
them being able to use their 
bus passes. As you know they 
can currently use them from 
9am each day.

“Would it be possible to 
waive this restriction so that 
they can use their pass from 
7am each day during this cur-

rent crisis?
“This change would allow 

them to use their passes to 
do early morning shopping 
at stores that are opening up 
early for OAPs.

“Is there anything the 
county council could do to 
help with this request?.”

Essex County Council was 
asked for comment.

School robotics team reach national finals of competition
YOUNG engineers reached 
the national finals of a 
robotics competition within 
just months of taking up the 
hobby.
A team of Year 7 students 
from Sir Frederick Gibberd 
College, in Harlow, beat 
15 teams to reach the 
national final of Tomorrow’s 
Engineers Lego Robotics 
Competition.
The group took up robotics 
as an enrichment club when 
they joined the school.
Team member Marcus 
Krencius said: “People 
thought we had taken part in 
a few competitions, but this 
was our first one. We were 
the only Year 7 team there.
“Our robot was really fast, 
so we were confident of 
winning.”
During the event at Queen 
Mary University, students 
had to complete a series 
of robotics challenges to 

simulate an environmental 
issue, such as collecting 
waste from rivers.
They also had to create a 
presentation that would help 
to solve an environmental 
issue with engineering. 
Luke Burrows, head of 
computing, said: “Students 
have gained so much. They 
have been able to develop 
engineering skills, but also a 
variety of other skills, such 
as research, confidence, the 
value of working in a team 
and of hard work.
“They also got exposure 
to a university engineering 
faculty and to find out about 
all kinds of STEM careers 
from a variety of volunteers. 
“They loved every minute of 
the experience. We are very 
proud of their hard work and 
dedication.”
The national final was 
cancelled due to the 
coronavirus outbreak. Year 7 students from Sir Frederick Gibberd College, in Harlow, beat 15 teams to reach 
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