
Coronavirus 
fraud warning

Sudden but fond farewell as school closes

Students Epping St John’s CofE School in Epping came together before closing

Covid-19-related incidents mounting

ESSEX Police is warning people to be on 
their guard against fraudsters during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The National Fraud Intelligence Bu-
reau (NFIB) has reported a new trend in 
fraud related to Covid-19.

Updated figures show there have been 
105 reports to Action Fraud since Satur-
day, February 1, with total losses reach-
ing nearly £970,000.

The first report relating to coronavi-
rus, was received on Sunday, February 
9, with a further 20 cases that month. 

Since then, there have been 46 reports 
between March 1 and March 13, and 38 
in just four days between March 14 and 
18.

Most reports have been related to on-
line shopping scams where people have 
ordered protective face masks, hand 
sanitiser and other products, which 
have never arrived. 

Other frauds being reported include 
ticket, romance, charity and lender loan 
fraud.

Action Fraud is urging people to be 
cautious of  scams and frauds relating to 
the coronavirus outbreak

A NFIB spokesman said: “We have 

A SCHOOL community came 
together to support each 
other before closing due to the 
coronavirus outbreak.
Along with the rest of the 
nation, students at Epping St 
John’s Church of England School, 
in Epping, were told by the 
Government that all schools 
should close on Friday, March 20.
Despite that meaning Year 11 
and 13 students missing out 
on the traditional leavers day 

also received over 200 reports of  coro-
navirus-themed phishing emails. These 
attempt to trick people into opening ma-
licious attachments which could lead to 
fraudsters stealing people’s personal in-
formation, email logins and passwords, 
and banking details.”

Some of  the tactics being used in 
phishing emails include:

• Fraudsters purporting to be from 
a research group that mimic the Cen-
tre for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and World Health Organisation 
(WHO). They claim to provide the vic-
tim with a list of  active infections in 
their area but to access this information 
the victim

• Fraudsters providing articles about 
the virus outbreak with a link to a fake 
company website where victims are en-
couraged to click to subscribe to a daily 
newsletter for further updates.

• Fraudsters sending investment 
scheme and trading advice encouraging 
people to take advantage of  the corona-
virus downturn.

• Fraudsters purporting to be from 
HMRC offering a tax refund and direct-
ing victims to a fake website to harvest 
their personal and financial details. The 
emails often display the HMRC logo 
making it look reasonably genuine.

celebrations, the school rallied to 
make it an end to remember.
During the days before the 
enforced school shutdown, year 
7 students wrote secret letters 
for their friends to read during 
the weeks ahead, students and 
teachers went head to head in a 
traditional end of year football 
match, refereed by head of school 
Michael Yerosimou and Year 11 
attended a “not leavers” assembly 
to mark the end of their time at 

the school, before they return for 
the school’s sixth form
Students also wrote thank-you 
postcards to their teachers for 
holding the fort during the 
challenging time, while Year 13 
had a pizza get together in their 
sixth form common room and 
Year 11 were rewarded with a 
pizza lunch for their efforts this 
year.
The Epping-based school remains 
open for children of key workers.
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