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Frances Law, farmer host at Thrift 
Farm, said: “It is vital that children 
understand that food arrives in the 
shops as a result of a chain of rela-
tionships which starts with a pro-

ducer. The work that the Country 
Trust does to help children under-
stand where their food comes from 
and to get them out into the coun-
tryside is crucial.”

Working with around 20,000 chil-
dren and families every year across 
England and north Wales, The 
Country Trust focuses on those liv-
ing in urban areas of higher than 

average disadvantage. 
As part of its educational pro-

grammes, the charity gives school 
children access to the countryside 
through residential trips and visits to 
real working farms, as well as in-
school cooking and growing ses-
sions. 

Thrift Farm is a certified CEVAS 
(Countryside Education Visits 

Accreditation Scheme) farm and 
hosts visits from schools all year 
round.

If you are a farmer host who would 
be interested in working with The 
Country Trust to bring the working 
countryside alive for school children 
in your area, contact The Country 
Trust by visiting www.countrytrust.
org.uk.

Primary school 
children visited 
Thrift Farm 
near Royston

PrImAry school children braved 
the weather recently to meet some 
sheep and stroke some lambs at 
Thrift Farm, near royston, during 
visits organised by educational char-
ity The Country Trust, with some 
gettiing to see lambing in action.

Key Stage 2 pupils from two 
schools – St James C of E Primary in 
Harlow and Hogarth Primary in 
Brentwood – spent their time learn-
ing about life on a real working farm.

Host farmer Frances Law took the 
children into the farmyard where 
they were able to look at the fields 
and talk about the different crops 
grown on the farm.

From here, pupils could see a flock 
of sheep grazing in the distance. The 
children went into the barn to see 
some expectant sheep and newborn 
lambs and learn how they are looked 
after.

Casey Cox, head at St James C of E 
Primary said: “The children were 
buzzing when they got back.”

Sally Hetherington-Aherne, who 
coordinates farm visits for The 
Country Trust, said: “Children get so 
much out of these visits. When we 
saw the lamb being born it was fasci-
nating to watch the children’s reac-
tions, to see their respect for what 
was happening, to hear their gasps 
as the lamb was born and then 
silence as they watched and waited 
for it to take its first breath.

“The intensity of their learning 
during that 20 minutes was palpa-
ble.”

Farm visit offers primary school 
pupils a ‘palpable’ sense of learning

Year 9 and 10 
students at 
Maltings Academy 
are taking part in 
the Brilliant Club 
by Cambridge 
University

Brilliant university scheme 
offers golden opportunity
YeAR 9 and 10 students at Maltings 
Academy, part of the Academies 
enterprise Trust in Witham, are 
taking part in the Brilliant Club by 
Cambridge University.

The university access charity’s 
mission is to increase the number 
of young people from under-
represented backgrounds attending 
highly selective universities.

The group of 12 students worked 
with mentors each week for six 
weeks before being challenged to 
write a 2,500-word assignment, 

which will be marked in university 
style grading.

They recently visited Royal 
Holloway University as part of the 
scholar programme.

Tony Degun, careers and raising 
aspirations lead, said: “The 
students now have to complete an 
assignment on the topic of Harlem 
renaissance, focusing on black 
history. It is quite a challenging text, 
but to see them taking it on and 
writing about it is excellent. So far, 
their contributions during 

homework tasks have been really 
good.”

Year 10 student Cailey said: “On 
our trip to Royal Holloway, we got to 
experience the life of university 
students. We had a lovely campus 
tour in an amazing building, lunch 
and a tutorial for the course we will 
be studying. It was an incredible 
experience and has broadened my 
knowledge about university.” 

In the summer term, a group of 12 
Year 7 and 8 students will be signed 
up to take part in the scheme.
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