
Youngster suffered brain damage after 
By Alex Gidden
alexander.gidden@newsquest.co.uk

A NIGHT of  “unforgettable” 
music is set to take place to help 
raise cash for a young girl who 
suffered serious brain damage 
after a seizure.

Great Dunmow Round Table 
is hosting an Eighties concert in 
aid of  Mila Smith, aged two, who 
has been diagnosed with tuber-
ose sclerosis type two. 

The disorder sees benign tu-
mours grow around the body and 
though it can cause few issues 
for some, Mila is not so lucky. 

She suffers frequent seizures 
and had one so bad last autumn 
that she was put into an induced 
coma which has since caused 
brain damage, leaving her im-
mobile. 

She has now also been diag-
nosed with dystonia – a move-
ment disorder which causes her 
muscles to contract uncontrolla-
bly

Despite scans showing nu-
merous tumours growing on 
her brain, doctors say they are 
unable to operate and the only 
treatment now available is phys-
io and sensory stimulation.

Mila has been in Addenbro-
oke’s Hospital in Cambridge 
since December and will then 
spend three months in a rehab 
centre in Surrey before she will 
be allowed home. 

Parents Laura and Spencer 
have launched an online crowd-
funding page in a bid to cover 
some of  the costs of  the rehab. 

They have already raised 
more than £8,000 of  their £50,000 
target. 

To help with the campaign, 
Great Dunmow Round Table will 
host a charity concert at Foakes 
Hall to raise as much money as 
possible. 

Spokesman Robert Keightly 
said: “We are looking to help 
contribute to the family’s effort 
to raise £50,000 through various 

fundraising activities, our con-
cert being the main one. 

“This is to help fund a room 
conversion suitable for Mila’s 
sensory needs. 

“There are various other 
things that Mila will need upon 
her return home, such as a car 
seat that will be adapted for 
her needs, a hydrotherapy pool, 
which will help with her muscle 
strength, co-ordination and bal-
ance, and Mila’s home surround-
ings will need to be adapted to 
accommodate a wheelchair. 

“Lastly, Laura and Spencer 
would like to get Mila an epi-
lepsy therapy dog. They would 
also like to make a donation to 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital and 
Tadworth once Mila’s care is 
complete.”

The concert takes place on Sat-
urday, February 22, at 7.30pm. 

Entry costs £12.50 and all pro-
ceeds will go to Mila’s cause. 

For more information, visit 
greatdunmowroundtable.co.uk. 
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raise £50k for tot

IN HOSPITAL: Mila Smith, aged two, who has a disorder which causes tumours and seizures

Pupils dig in at memorial garden
A NEW memorial garden 
is taking shape thanks to 
green-fingered students. 

Pupils from Witham’s New 
Rickstones Academy have 
been planting trees in the 
new garden, which will be a 
memorial to those who died 
in the First World War. 

The garden is between 
Bramble Road and Honey-
suckle Way, and has been de-
signed by the Witham Tree 
Planting Group. 

New Rickstones pastoral 
director Adam Wilding said: 
“Our students spent three 

hours mixing with the other 
volunteers and helping with 
the tree planting.

“It was a lovely opportuni-
ty for our students to work 
in their community and help 
out. It helps to teach them the 
benefits of  volunteering and 
mucking in.

“Work like this also sends 
a great message to the com-
munity that our young people 
are positively involved in the 
community.

“We are not just about the 
national curriculum, we are 
about so much more.”
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HARD WORK: New Rickstones 
students have been planting 
trees in the garden


