
Schools’ chief
retires after
distinguished
40-year career

Head built up his academy to be a leading force

By ANDREEA SZASZ
andreea.szasz@newsquest.co.uk

■ Time for retirement - Jeff Brindle is retiring after 40 years dedicated to education

THE founder and director of
an educational trust is retir-
ing after a 40-year career.

Jeff Brindle, who is the
director of the Sigma Trust,
which works with 12 prima-
ry and secondary schools in
north Essex, will be handing
over the reins to deputy Lyn
Wright from September.

Mr Brindle, 61, started his
teaching career in 1980 as a
Maths teacher before becom-
ing a deputy headteacher at
Clacton County High School
in 1994.

After 12 years, he became
headteacher until he stepped
down in 2015 to form the Sig-
ma Trust.

Mr Brindle, who will con-
tinue to work for the trust two
days a week, said: “I am proud
of what has been achieved at
Clacton County High School.
When I stepped down, it had
the highest Progress 8 score
in Essex and still retains well
above average outcomes.

“What I am most proud of
is that I can genuinely say
that every school is stronger
now than when they first

joined Sigma.
“Huge credit goes to all

staff within those schools, of
course, but, the fact we have
been able to work together
and provide additional ca-
pacity and support has been
particularly evident to me in
what we have seen during this
crisis.

“Whatever happens, the
trust has always been about
turning education into some-
thing that’s not about a single
school, but about the whole
community.”

The Sigma Trust is now the
largest multi-academy trust

working with schools based
in Essex, including Clac-
ton County High School and
St Helena School, Stanway
School, Thomas, Lord Audley
School, Monkwick Infants
School and Nursery, Monk-
wick Junior School, Paxman
Academy and Philip Morant
School and College in Col-
chester, Harwich and Dover-
court High School, Alton Park
Junior School, Clacton, Colne
Community School and Col-
lege, Brightlingsea, and Hol-
land Park Primary School.

Mr Brindle added: “One
of the worst aspects of the
education system is when
schools are placed in competi-
tion with the school down the
road, the school doing better
because of where it was geo-
graphically, getting the better
results and therefore getting
praised more.

“That’s not the way to run
schools, in my opinion, but in-
stead you have to work togeth-
er. When schools are looking
to join Sigma, what they like
the most it is the fact that no
school is left behind.”

I can genuinely
say that every
school is stronger
now than when
they joined Sigma
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