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Welcome... 
Welcome to our latest edition of Spotlight. As ever, it has been 
an extremely busy time for secondary education in Witham. 
Recent events globally have changed life for so many and I wish 
you all good health during these difficult times.  

This edition has been prepared prior to and during lockdown and 
some articles feature the good work the two schools have done 
to try and help students, staff and parents during these 
unprecedented times. 

Stay safe. 

Damian Lee, Executive Headteacher,  
New Rickstones Academy and Maltings Academy 
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Welcome... 
Our Spotlight magazine provides an opportunity for us to share 
some of the remarkable things that have taken place during 
the first part of the academic year. As part of the Academies 
Enterprise Trust, both Maltings Academy and New Rickstones 
Academy share a core set of values while, at the same time, 
retaining our individual sense of identity. 

Often working in collaboration for the good of the Witham 
community, we are proud to present to you this snapshot of 
life in both academies. With the current global health crisis 
meaning that schools are closed, this also provides us with a 
chance to come together in a time of great challenges. 

I hope you enjoy all of the fantastic stories contained in  
this issue. 

James Forbes, Head of Academy - Maltings Academy 

Find your remarkable

Find your remarkable

OUR VISION

Each and every child inspired  

to choose a remarkable life.

To gather and motivate inspirational people 

committed to delivering an excellent education that 

launches children into remarkable lives.

Be unusually brave. Discover what’s possible. 

Push the limits. Be big-hearted.

OUR MISSION

OUR VALUES
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Three commended at Essex Teaching Awards
Three members of the New Rickstones Academy team were 
highly commended in this year’s Essex Teaching Awards. 

Damian Lee was highly commended in the category of 
Headteacher of the Year in a Secondary School, Matt 
Davies was highly commended in the category of Teacher 
of the Year in a Secondary School and Sue Wright  
was highly commended in the Lifetime Achievement 
Award category. 

Mr Lee said: “While it is always a great honour to be 
recognised for the improvements the academy has made 
over the past few years, none of it would have been possible 
without a team of hard-working and inspirational staff.” 

Mr Davies, head of English, said: “It is always humbling to 
be recognised for the work I do. However, any of my own 
successes are actually attributable to the students and staff 
I work with.” 

Mrs Wright, PA to Damian Lee, said: “I was absolutely 
delighted and amazed, not just to be nominated, but to be 
shortlisted for this Lifetime Achievement Award.  

“New Rickstones Academy is such a special place to work 
and I am so proud to have spent the majority of my working 
life here.” 

The awards were presented at Hylands House, in 
Chelmsford, in February.

Celebrating the stars in our schools
The support staff who help our schools to run 
smoothly were celebrated during special events in 
their honour. 

Stars in Our Schools is a national Unison event 
celebrating support staff within schools. 

Coffee mornings were held at both New 
Rickstones Academy and Maltings Academy as 
part of the event to recognise the contributions 
support staff make to the schools. 

Teachers nominated support staff and shared 
comments on how they contribute to all areas of 
the school. 

The support staff were thanked for the integral 
role they play in the success of the schools. 

James Forbes, head of academy at Maltings, 
said: “It was great to be able to celebrate all the 
effort our support staff go to on a daily basis. 

“Often, a lot of this goes on behind the scenes 
and even during school holidays, so it was 
wonderful to be able to give our stars the public 
recognition they richly deserve.”



Young people were educated on the dangers of knife crime when seized 
weapons were taken into their school. 

Year 10 students at New Rickstones Academy took part in an assembly by 
Essex Police on the subject of knife crime. 

The whole school then had the opportunity to attend an information stall 
to hear more about the work the police are doing to combat the issue. 

Officers took with them weapons they had seized to give students the harsh 
reality of what is being dealt with in their neighbourhood. 

Adam Wilding, director of pastoral, said: “Students were really engaged and 
asked lots of questions.”

Seized weapons taken  
into school
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BE UNUSUALLY BRAVE...

A walk 
through  
World 
War I  
trenches
A trip to the battlefields helped 
teenagers to comprehend the 
conditions faced by soldiers  
during WWI. 

Year 10 and 11 students from 
New Rickstones Academy spent a 
day in Ypres, Belgium. 

The trip helped students to 
understand the role of medicine on 
the Western Front during the war. 

Students visited the Bayernwald, 
Hill 60 and the Hooge Crater 
Museum where they learnt about 
the medical evacuation route for 
wounded soldiers. 

James George, history teacher, 
said: “The tour of the battlefields 
drew to a sombre close when we 
visited a war cemetery to lay a 
wreath of remembrance for all 
those who gave their service.  

“The wreath was laid by Isla 
Belsom before students stood to 
observe a minute’s silence in their 
honour.”
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Creative students are unleashing their talents during the 
school Coronavirus shutdown. 

As part of their remote art learning, students at 
Maltings Academy were tasked with designing and 
creating a 3D model of a food item in any way they could 
at home. Year 7 student Ben Palmer took the challenge 
one step further and created a stop motion animation 
film of the building of an apple made from Lego. 

Claudia Wilson, art teacher, said: “This level of 
imagination has proved to me just how many ideas our 
students have. Distance learning has given them the 
time and place to venture into new concepts, try new 
things and find different ways of fulfilling a task. 

“I could not be prouder of Ben, and so many other 
students, during this time who have shown great 
initiative and amazing ideas.”

Keeping safe on the roads

Stop…and get creative during lockdown

Young people on the verge of driving took part in a road 
safety workshop. 

Year 12 students from Witham Sixth Forms learnt to be 
safer on the roads thanks to workshops by Essex Police and 

Essex County Fire and Rescue Service during the Essex Safer 
Roads Roadster event. 

They also had the chance to take part in off-road driving 
lessons and learnt about car safety with Kwik Fit.

Confident students are practising their speeches to be in 
with a chance of taking part in the Jack Petchey Speak Out 
Challenge regional finals.  

Year 10 students from Maltings Academy spent a day 
working on their public speaking skills with professional 
actor Fiona Whythead. 

Students had the opportunity to develop and practise 
techniques before writing their own short speeches about 

subjects they felt passionately about.   
Seven students will battle it out for the chance to 

represent the school at the regional finals. 
English teacher Lucy Evans said: “This event provides our 

students with an excellent and unique opportunity to 
become more confident, eloquent and engaging speakers - 
skills that will be invaluable to them as they enter the 
competitive world of work.”

Learning to speak up and speak out



6

University visit 
inspires ambition 

A whole year group from New Rickstones Academy 
were invited to Anglia Ruskin University. 

The aim was to show students what life is like at 
university and how accessible it can be. 

Year 8 are considering what subjects they are 
going to take at GCSE, so the trip gave them 
something to aim for. 

The year group was divided into groups and took 
on four activities throughout the day. 

A session was led by students on what life is like 
at university, focusing on both the academic and 
social aspects. 

Another session looked at why young people 
should consider going to university and looked at 
finances and myths surrounding who can study at 
Anglia Ruskin. 

There was also a team-building session and 
campus tour.

DISCOVER WHAT’S POSSIBLE...

Students took part in General Election day. 
Students at New Rickstones Academy were given 

information about the election, including why we vote 
and information on what each party stands for. 

The mock election was conducted in a similar way to 
the real thing, to give students a taste of what it will be 

like to take part in future. 
Students voted overall for the Conservatives, closely 

followed by the Green Party, with Labour in third place. 
JoAnn Williams and colleagues from Witham Town 

Council, including Mayor Clare Lager, helped them to 
understand the process.

Taking part in the General Election
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A gallery visit sparked a debate on 
how art fits into the world. 

Year 10 art and photography 
students from Maltings Academy 
visited Tate Modern, in London. 

As part of their mock exam, 
students were challenged to 
complete a project on reflection. 

Art teacher Harriet Reynolds said: 
“Students returned to school 

reflecting on their experience which 
sparked lots of discussion, including 
how art fits into the world, why it is 
important for art to be studied and 
what art means to them.”

Where does art fit into the world?

Sixth formers explored the careers 
open to them by attending the Skills 
London event. 

Year 13 students from Witham 
Sixth Forms took part in interactive 
activities and watched demon-
strations to help make the link 

between what they enjoy doing and 
what they could do as a career. 

The event, at ExCel, introduced 
them to work-based learning 
universities as well as banking, 
finance, construction, transport and 
hospitality industries.

Students are preparing to take on their biggest 
challenge yet – writing a university assignment. 

Year 9 and 10 students at Maltings Academy are 
taking part in the Brilliant Club by Cambridge 
University. 

The university access charity’s mission is to 
increase the number of young people from under-
represented backgrounds attending highly selective 
universities. 

The 12 students worked with mentors before 

being challenged to write a 2,500-word assignment 
which will be marked in university style grading. 

Tony Degun, careers and raising aspirations lead, 
said: “The students now have to complete an 
assignment on the topic of Harlem renaissance, 
focusing on black history. It is quite a challenging 
text, but to see them taking it on and writing about 
it is excellent.” 

Year 7 and 8 students will sign-up to the scheme 
in the summer term.

Brilliant students rise to challenge
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Discovering careers around the world 



Young people given a voice 

A visit to a university lab gave students 
cutting edge research at their fingertips. 

Year 13 students from Witham Sixth 
Forms were invited to visit the 
University of Cambridge chemical 
laboratories. 

The chemistry students got first-hand 
experience of the techniques used in 
cutting edge research to determine the 
structure of new molecules, as well as 
seeing the work being undertaken 
in the research laboratories and the 
departmental library. 

Teacher Pete Tompkin said: “We are 
very grateful to the University of 
Cambridge for their time and effort to 
help students to tackle some unfamiliar 
practical techniques.”

Students access 
cutting edge 
research at 
Cambridge

PUSH THE LIMITS...
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Members of the New Rickstones 
Academy council were invited to 
attend the Youth Voice Conference. 

The event, at Chelmsford City 
Racecourse, was attended by Year 7, 
8 and 9 students from across the 
county and was run by Essex 
County Council and Essex Youth 
Service. 

Students had the chance to 
create campaigns, take part in 
debate and teambuilding, as well as 
discuss topical issues, such as knife 
crime, mental health and climate 
change. 

Liz McPartlin, pastoral co-
ordinator, said: “The conference was 
an excellent opportunity for 
students to network with other 
young people and to find out more 
on the processes behind gov-
ernment policies and spending.”



GCSE students have been introduced to a new way of 
studying Shakespeare’s work by a visiting performer. 

Rob McGlade, from Literature Through Music, 
performed an album of songs which accurately retell the 
story of the star-crossed lovers. 

He said: “When you are familiar with an album, you 
instinctively remember which song comes next as you 
always listen to them in the same order. Music and 
memory are linked. To me, that is the best way of revising.” 

Matt Davies, head of English, said: “There is a link 
between the grades students get in their exams and the 
knowledge they have of the text; not just the moments, 
but the words themselves. This way, we can get them to 

remember things without them even realising they are. 
It is accessing Shakespeare in a different way. 

“This is such an awesome tool for students to use.”

Learning Romeo and Juliet through music
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Keen photographers were invited to take part in a 
photography enrichment day. 

The students from Maltings Academy developed their 
knowledge and confidence in using a DSLR camera, learning 
how to control settings and achieve the desired result. 

Inspired by photographer Jordi Puig, students were given 
the freedom and a range of props to complete a 
photoshoot with a focus on depth of field and perspective. 

Photography teacher Katie Gellard said: “Students  
made huge amounts of progress throughout the day. Every 
one of the students were enthusiastic, focused and worked 
well together. 

“At the end of the day, students displayed their work in 
the main foyer within the school. The feedback over the 
coming days was extremely positive, with many students 
commenting on the interesting collection of photographs.”

Developing knowledge of photography

New teachers start at virtual school 
Teachers started their new jobs – at a 
school they could not visit, teaching 
children they had never met. 

The Coronavirus pandemic resulted 
in schools closing across the country. 
While the priority was to ensure 
children could learn online, the day to 
day running of schools also had to 
continue in a new virtual world. At 
Maltings Academy, that included the 
traditional induction of new staff. 
Rebecca Rose was among six new 
members of staff joining the academy 
in April. 

As all new starters would normally, 
she attended sessions on health and 

safety, safeguarding, data protection, 
the curriculum, teaching and learning – 
and how to use the Google suite of 
online programmes to be able to 
operate in the new online school. 

Mrs Rose, second in science, said: 
“The easy option would have been to 
put everything on hold and do the 
staff induction when schools reopen. 
But, Maltings did not take the easy 
option; they found a way to make it 
happen using Google Hangouts. 

“It is clear that the standards of 
teaching and learning remain high at 
this time. I have not seen schools do that 
day to day, let alone in a remote setting. 

“That is something worth 
celebrating. It was a game changer 
and really set the bar for the future.” 

Luke Kilvert, assistant vice 
principal, said: “Lots is still going on 
with regards the day to day operation 
of the academy because of the virtual 
systems we already had in place. So, 
when it came to the new staff 
induction, we knew it had to go ahead 
as it is so important to have an 
induction when you are starting at a 
new place of work. It is nerve-racking 
for new starters going into a different 
environment, so the induction was 
more important than ever.”



BE BIG-HEARTED...

A memorial garden is taking 
shape, thanks to a group  
of environmentally aware 
students. 

Members of the 
Environment Committee at 
New Rickstones Academy 
joined forces with the 
community to plant trees. 

Along with Witham Tree 
Planting Group, the Year 7, 8 
and 9 students volunteered 
their time to create the new 
WWI memorial garden 
between Bramble Road and 
Honysuckle Way, in Witham. 

Adam Wilding, director of 
pastoral, said: “We are not just 
about the national curriculum, 
we are about so much more, 
including experiences like this 
that we offer our students. 
They have learnt vital life 
skills such as working as part 
of a team, communication and 
meeting new people.” 
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Trees planted by 
Environment Committee

To commemorate Remembrance 
Day, New Rickstones Academy 
observed a two-minute silence. 
The event followed a week of 
assemblies on the theme of 
remembrance. 
Four students also represented 
the academy at the service in the 
memorial garden in Witham, 
along with Maltings Academy 
students.

Coffee morning 
a success 
 
Witham Sixth Forms joined forces with 
New Rickstones Academy and Maltings 
Academy to raise more than £140 from a 
MacMillan coffee morning. 

Sixth form students donated cakes  
for the event.



Members of the older community enjoyed a movie 
afternoon hosted by Maltings Academy students. 

Year 9 students baked treats and cakes for the older 
community in Witham.  

They helped to host a film afternoon at the library, 
taking visitors to their seats, chatting with them and 
giving them goody bags. 

Paul Ambrose, head of year, said: “I was so proud to be 

there to see my team of young individuals promote 
themselves in such a positive and refreshing manner.  

“Superb effort, Year 9!” 
Emily Petit said: “It was amazing to take part and I 

would love to do it again.  
“It was so much fun to talk to some of the elderly 

people and to be able to help them and put smiles on 
their faces.”

Putting smiles on people’s faces
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Specialist teams support school community 
Groups of volunteers came together to look after the 
wellbeing of a school community, to support students 
in their studies and to boost morale via social media. 

The teams are being led at Maltings Academy during 
the Coronavirus shutdown by senior teachers with 
special interests in these areas – 
• WELLBEING TEAM – the wellbeing team is supporting 

the wellbeing of students, parents and staff through 
positivity, communication and actions to make a 
difference to people’s lives. Carrie Hicks, wellbeing co-
ordinator, said: “Our children’s mental health is a 
massive priority. We put together suggested fun 
activities they could do with their families, including 
putting on a dance show, creating a quiz or staging a 
mini Olympics. It’s giving them something else to 
think about and helping them to build their resilience 
and get through this period of time.” 

• SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM – the social media team is 
creating a platform of positivity and inspiration for 
students, parents and staff through regular 
communication to co-ordinate clear messages across 
the curriculum. Daren White, new technologies lead, 
said: “Social media is a way of celebrating what is 
going on within the academy, without seeing each 

other face to face. We are sharing excellent examples 
of work to show others what our students are 
capable of.” 

• ACADEMIC SUPPORT TEAM – a dedicated team of 
teachers have been put together to be on hand to 
provide subject specific support for students and 
parents as quickly as possible. A timetable has been 
shared with students showing which subject 
specialists will be online at what times to give them 
direct access to their teachers to discuss their work. 
Peter Tompkin, lead practitioner, said: “Our message 
is that although our doors may be closed, our team 
of teachers are still here to support whoever and 
whenever it is needed. There will always be 
someone available to help our students when they 
need us.” 
James Forbes, head of academy, said: “During these 

times of social distancing and not being able to work 
how we do traditionally, the academy has been 
proactive in putting together teams of staff who have 
a passion in these areas. 

“All of this helps to keep that sense of community. 
Although we are far apart, we have never been closer 
than we are right now.”
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A young rugby player has been snapped up 
to play for Essex. 

Harrison Nash, Year 11 at New 
Rickstones Academy, has played the sport 
for more than ten years. The member of 
Maldon Rugby Club was scouted during a 
cup final by the head coach of Essex RFU 
– run by Saracens Academy - and invited 
to attend three trial training sessions. 

Picked as one of the final 40 out of 85 

players, he said: “I am not confident at all 
when I play, but I have a good support 
system in my mum and stepdad who 
pushed me to go for it. The PE department 
at school are also really supportive with 
my general fitness. 

“This is what I want to do. If you can get 
paid doing a sport you love, that is the 
ideal. I am focusing on my GCSEs to get 
the best grades possible.”

Essex place for rugby player

Basketball player Joe Simmons has 
taken the first step towards 
representing Great Britain. 

The Year 10 student at New 
Rickstones Academy, who plays for 
Braintree Blue Devils Basketball 
Club in the national league, has 
been selected for the Aspire 
programme. 

PE teacher Dean Gilder said: 
“Joe started playing basketball in 

Year 7 and has fallen in love with 
the game.  

“The Aspire programme is the 
first stage of the talent pathway, 
hopefully leading to national 
teams or representing Great 
Britain.  

“Joe has been asking to stay 
behind most days after school to 
practice on his own.”

Taking steps towards  
national games

Ruben Hedman, Year 10 student at 
Maltings Academy, competed at the 
English Championships in Sheffield, 
entering the under-17 60m hurdles as the 
fourth fastest in the UK. 

Working through the heats and finals, 
Ruben secured third place out of 28 athletes 
and came away with a bronze medal. 

Ruben said: “I ran my fastest time ever 
and got my first medal at a national 
competition.” 

PE teacher Dan Griffin said: “Ruben has 
been dedicated for a long period of time 
and the hard work is paying off.  

“It is great to see the fruits of his 
labour come to fruition.”

First national medal for athlete

Jess Hopkins competed in the Essex 
Schools combined events 
championships in Exeter in September. 

After competing in hurdles, high 
jump, shot put and 200m sprint on day 
one, Jess placed second. 

On day two of the event, she 
competed in long jump, javelin and 
800m and finished in second place 
overall.

More success  
for athlete Jess


