
 � On the up - Chase High School has been judged to have improved in a monitoring visit

Praise for improvements made at 
school put on special measures
A SCHOOL in Westcliff  has 
been praised for its “swift 
and well-considered” ac-
tion to improve standards 
after being placed in special 
measures.

Chase High School, in 
Prittlewell Chase, was vis-
ited by Ofsted inspectors 
in April, after being rated 
“inadequate” in all areas 
earlier this year.

The school, which has 
more than 1,000 pupils on 
its roll, was found to have 
made significant progress 
in several areas.

Inspectors found that 
“the school has a clear, ap-
propriate plan to ensure pu-
pils are safe and to improve 
behaviour and attitudes, the 
quality of  education and 
personal development”.

The report highlighted 
the extra training provided 
for staff  to spot the risks of  
sexual harassment, the im-
proved systems and culture 
of  safeguarding, and the 
easier reporting process for 
students to raise concerns.

This was after the inad-
equate inspection claimed 
that girls “do not feel safe” 
and are at risk of  “harm-
ful sexual behaviour” at 
the school after inspectors 
found bullying as well as 
racial and homophobic dis-
crimination.

Following the new moni-
toring visit, the report 
praised the school, stating 
that “pupils now feel safer 
in school,” “leaders have 
made progress to improve 
the school,” and “the school 
is becoming a calmer and 
happier place to be, evident 
in the significant reduction 
in the number of  pupils who 
are persistently absent”.

Inspectors also noted the 
additional curriculum time 
given to personal, social, 
and health education for 
older students and the more 
accurate identification of  
students’ special educa-
tional needs and disabilities 

(SEND) with clearer sup-
port plans in place.

The arrangements for 
safeguarding were found to 
be effective.

The report concluded that 
the school may now appoint 
early career teachers, hav-
ing previously been asked 
not to employ inexperi-
enced teachers.

Headteacher Matt Sut-
tenwood said: “I am pleased 
that Chase High School has 
been recognised by Ofsted 
as a safe place for pupils 
to attend, where staff  are 
striving to ensure excellent 
outcomes for pupils.

“The Ofsted team that 
conducted this inspection 
were professional, treating 
pupils and staff  with kind-
ness and respect.”

The report noted that 
more work is necessary for 
the school to no longer be 
judged as requiring special 
measures.
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What do you think?
Email basildon.echo.letters@

newsquest.co.uk 


