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A tyre buffing machin
Man’s torso
‘shredded’

by machine

A TYRE refurb company was
fined after an employee had his
“torso shredded” when pulled
into a machine by his t-shirt.

Neal Hetherington was work-
ing for D&D Commercial Ser-
vices Ltd in Lamson Road, Rain-
ham, when the incident took
place in August 2021.

The 42-year-old was pulled
into the spinning blades of a
tyre buffing machine which was
freewheeling to a stop after be-
ing used, the Health and Safety
Executive (HSE) said.

Neal, from Woodford Green,
had “his torso shredded” and
was off work for several months.

A HSE investigation found
the company had failed to en-
sure the ‘hold to run’ controls
were working properly and that
a brake was operational.

If the brake was working
properly it would have stopped
the rasp immediately after let-
ting go of the controls, but in-
stead the rasp would continue to
freewheel for about five minutes.

On September 4 at Westmin-
ster Magistrates’ Court, D&D
Commerecial Services was fined
£54,000 and ordered to pay £6,000
costs after it was found guilty of
a health and safety breach.

HSE inspector Oscar Dower
said: “This case sends a clear
message to industry that HSE
will hold companies to account
if they fail to protect workers.”

Brentwood primary sees
pupils make ‘flying start’

Ofsted inspectors rate Pilgrims Hatch school as ‘good’ after visit
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A PRIMARY school in Brent-
wood where pupils make a
“flying start” to their educa-
tion has been rated ‘good’ by
Ofsted.

Larchwood Primary
School, in Pilgrims Hatch,
got the second highest grade
overall from the schools
watchdog - and one of the fi-
nal single-word judgements
before the introduction of re-
port cards.

The Brentwood school,
which caters for 421 pupils
aged 4to 11, was given a ‘good’
rating for its quality of educa-
tion, behaviour and attitudes,
and leadership and manage-
ment after an inspection on
July 2 and 3.

Meanwhile, its personal
development and early years
provision were both ranked
as ‘outstanding’.

Reception children “listen
and concentrate exceptional-
ly well” and “make a flying
start”, Ofsted inspectors said.

“This is because staff are
experts at identifying and
supporting their needs”, the
report published on Septem-
ber 9 added.

“Interactions between chil-
dren are of an incredibly high
quality.

“They are kind and happi-
ly take turns such as when
choosing  their favourite
snack from the fruit bowl.”

Headteacher Steve Bowsh-
er said getting the report was
a “nice way” to start the term
ahead of “another exciting
year at Larchwood”.

Pupils at Larchwood Primary School

Mr Bowsher said: “We are
very proud of our school and
our children and are glad that
Ofsted has recognised all the
wonderful things we do as a
school.

“We are a highly effective
school and this report has just
confirmed that.

“Larchwood has been mas-
sively oversubscribed for
years because families like
what they see for themselves
when they walk through our
doors.”

Ofsted also highlighted

Larchwood Primary School’s
“high-quality”  enrichment
opportunities.

The school, which is part of
Discovery Educational Trust,
runs trips to museums and
farms, as well as inviting a
range of visitors to the school
- such as other pupils from
China - to “open pupils’ eyes
to the world around them”.

This means that pupils
“feel safe” sharing their views
and opinions freely and “re-
spect each other”, for exam-
ple when discussing different

religious beliefs.

According to the Ofsted re-
port, the school’s curriculum
has been carefully “refined”
over recent years.

Inspectors described that
learning is set into a logical
order and builds up so that
pupils can apply their knowl-
edge to increasingly complex
learning.

However, they added that
occasionally staff expect pu-
pils “to complete complex
tasks before they have the pri-
or knowledge they need”.

The report said: “When this
happens, pupils have miscon-
ceptions and do not under-
stand important content as
well as they could.

“Staff should ensure pupils
secure the building blocks
of knowledge they need be-
fore attempting to apply this
knowledge to more complex
work.”

Overall though, Ofsted said
pupils enjoy attending this
“happy and welcoming”, and
are “well prepared” for their
next stage of learning.

Stand out from the crowd.

Display advertising continues to grow year-on-year as
businesses target tomorrow’s customers. Digital display
advertising is forecast to grow by 16.4%* year-on-year
and will still be at its highest level in history.

We can help you target tomorrow’s customers and minimise wastage using award
winning targeting segmentation.

check out www.localiq.co.uk/digital-marketing-services

LOCALIQ

localig.co.uk

] [E]

O

*Source: e-marketer



